Metallic Print Spot Color Guidelines

Purpose:

This document provides standard guidelines for preparing artwork using metallic spot colors
for print. Proper setup ensures accurate metallic effects and high-quality results.

Spot Color Setup

Use our designated spot color named “Silver” in your design application (Adobe lllustrator or
InDesign). Apply this color only to the areas of your artwork that should display the metallic ink
effect. The spot color should be layered above other artwork elements and set to Overprint
Fill in the Attributes panel.

Key Requirements:

v/ Use the spot color name “Silver” exactly (case-sensitive).

v/ Verify that the spot color is set to Overprint Fill.

v/ Artwork must be layered correctly to separate metallic elements from standard CMYK content.

v/ Save and deliver files in PDF/X-1a or native InDesign/Illustrator format.

Example setup:

In the example below, the metallic silver spot color is applied to highlight specific areas such
as the model’s face and the artwork background. When printed, these areas will have a
reflective metallic finish.
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Output File Check:

Before submitting artwork for production, confirm that your design file includes the Silver spot
color channel and that it displays as a separate plate in your print separation preview. Ensure
all overprint settings are active to prevent knockout errors.

Pro Tip:

When previewing metallic areas, use a neutral gray or placeholder tint for visibility. Actual metallic shine
will appear only during the print process.

File Preparation Checklist:

v/ Use spot color name “Silver”.
v/ Confirm Overprint Fill is active.
v/ Layer metallic elements above CMYK artwork.

v/ Export as PDF/X-1a or include source file.

v/ Verify separations before sending to print.

Note: Metallic inks are reflective and results may vary based on paper stock, ink density, and press
type. Always request a printed proof before final production.

Silver Spot Color for Print Ready Art:



